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Personality and the Foundations of Political Behavior is the first study in
more than thirty years to investigate the broad significance of personality
traits for mass political behavior. Drawing on the Big Five personality trait
framework, Jeffery J. Mondak argues that attention to personality provides a
valuable means to integrate biological and environmental influences via rich,
nuanced theories and empirical tests of the antecedents of political behavior. Development of such holistic accounts is critical, Mondak contends, if
inquiry is to move beyond simple “blank slate” environmental depictions
of political engagement. Analyses examining multiple facets of political
information, political attitudes, and participation reveal that the Big Five
trait dimensions – openness to experience, conscientiousness, extraversion,
agreeableness, and emotional stability – produce both direct and indirect
effects on a wide range of political phenomena.
Jeffery J. Mondak is James M. Benson Chair in Public Issues and Civic
Leadership in the Department of Political Science at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. He is the author of Nothing to Read: Newspapers
and Elections in a Social Experiment (1995) and coeditor of Fault Lines: Why
the Republicans Lost Congress (2009). Professor Mondak’s articles appear
in outlets including the American Political Science Review, the American
Journal of Political Science, the British Journal of Political Science, Cognitive
Brain Research, the Journal of Politics, and Public Opinion Quarterly. He
has received awards for his research from the American Association for
Public Opinion Research, the American Political Science Association, and the
Midwest Political Science Association.
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This book outlines the case for the use of a particular model of personality trait structure, the “Big Five” approach, in research on political behavior. I began thinking about the possible importance of personality for
mass politics in 1997, only a few years after psychologists published the
first key works on the Big Five. I started gathering data a year later. In the
more than a decade since, a great many people have provided numerous
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with data acquisition, who have offered feedback on my papers and on
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administered while I was on the faculty at Florida State University. These
projects received financial support from the LeRoy Collins Fund and
from a Florida State University Developing Scholar Award. Funding for
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on American Politics, and the Office of the Vice Provost for Research at
Indiana University; the Cline Center for Democracy, directed by Peter
Nardulli, at the University of Illinois; the James M. Benson Fund at the
University of Illinois; and by the following individuals: Ted Carmines,
John Hibbing, Bob Huckfeldt, Gary Jacobson, Walt Stone, and Herb
Weisberg. Additional data consulted for this project are from a survey
conducted by Mary Anderson as part of her doctoral research at Florida
State University, and from a survey directed by Carl McCurley in the
state of Washington.
Three individuals who have provided me with a tremendous amount
of support, feedback, and encouragement on this project warrant special
mention. All are or have been graduate students who have worked with
me. One of the genuine joys of this profession is having the opportunity
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to learn, and to draw energy, from bright and creative students. I have
been especially fortunate in this regard. In 2003, Karen Halperin entered
graduate school at Florida State like a tornado. For me, the personality project was a low priority at that time, as my focus was mostly on
some other studies I had in the works. But Karen forced personality to
the fore, where it has remained ever since. Karen coauthored my earliest personality papers, and she offered tremendous insight on countless facets of the study of personality and politics (including, notably,
the limits of self-report data for one of the Big Five trait dimensions).
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University of Nebraska, was a graduate student first at Florida State and
then at the University of Illinois. Because of this, she was able to monitor
this project from its fledgling state, and she has offered extraordinarily
useful comments and critiques. In 2008, Dona-Gene took breaks from
work on her award-winning doctoral dissertation to provide detailed
feedback on the first drafts of this book’s seven chapters. Matt Hibbing
entered graduate school at the University of Illinois in 2006, and I have
thought of him more as a peer than as a student from day one. Since
his arrival at Illinois, Matt and I have coauthored several personality
papers, and he has spent countless hours with me devising hypotheses,
designing instruments, and analyzing data. I have learned a tremendous
amount from him along the way.
It is hard to imagine a more stimulating or collegial environment for
the study of political behavior than that at the University of Illinois. In
addition to Dona-Gene and Matt, several other graduate students have
given me helpful feedback on this project, including Jason Coronel, Matt
Hayes, Buddy Peyton, and Sergio Wals. Special thanks are owed to Andy
Bloeser, who read one of the final drafts of this book, and who did so
with a much-appreciated eye for nuance and detail. Andy also has joined
me as a coauthor on some papers on personality that were started as
follow-ups to this book. As to my colleagues, I have had countless conversations with many of them on various aspects of this study, and several also have provided feedback on some of this book’s chapters and on
my other personality papers. For their assistance, and especially for what
they contribute to the intellectual environment at Illinois, I thank Scott
Althaus, Ira Carmen, Brian Gaines, Jude Hays, Pete Nardulli, and Tom
Rudolph. Lastly, Jim Kuklinski is simply the best colleague and friend
one could ever wish for, and I could not possibly express or quantify how
much I have gained from knowing Jim.
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